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von Natzmer, who was feared on, account of his harshness,
displayed a well-nigh " motherlyJ? care for his men, and
understood remarkably well how to win their affection. That
I was also successful in this was revealed to me by the zeal
of my recruits when on parade, and by the trust with which
they came to me with their little troubles and wants when
off duty.

On 17th March, 1880,1 was able to parade my recruits before
the chief army commanders in the presence of my father.
The inspection was searching and extended to the method of
instruction in a review of the First Company in the Company
School. The results of the inspection were revealed in the
" blue letter/' which five days later, on the Emperor's Birth-
day, brought me my promotion to captain. Therein it
was stated : " It is a great pleasure to me to have seen for
myself your Royal Highnesses progress in military service,
and specially to have seen you on the 17th instant parade
the First Company to my entire satisfaction/' The stars
for the epaulets were speedily procured, and, at the ceremony
of congratulating the Emperor on his birthday, 1 was able to
present myself before my grandfather as promoted to captain.
He shook my hand, looking at me with his grave, yet friendly
expression, and said, laughingly; " My First Company was
good/" From that moment I understood what it meant to
be proud of one's own achievement.

On 1st April, 1880, I was entrusted with the command of
the Second Company of the First Regiment of Foot Guards, and
half a year later, on 7th August, there followed my promotion
to Company Commander, It was the first position of individual
responsibility that I had occupied* My predecessor, Captain
Baron von Wangenheim, had trained the Company with the
greatest care, brought it into an exemplary state of discipline,
and, with the help of a first-rate Sergeant-Major, Schumann,
had developed its morale to an uncommon degree*

Among the happiest memories of my military life is my
time as Company Commander, because of the close association
it brought me into with my Grenadiers, for whose training,
discipline, weal and woe, it was nay happy duty to be